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Discussion Prompt
Outpatient care is medical care that is characterized by procedures, tests, and services such as rehabilitation, diagnostic as well as prevention and wellness services (Topol, 2013).  Further, outpatient care aims at enabling patients to recover from different health conditions through the providence of fundamental services such as x-rays, MRI scans, laboratory tests, specific surgeries, chemotherapy, and physical therapy. The healthcare profession has accommodated the need to improve outpatient care with an aim to promote health even to patient’s homes. As such, outpatient care is facilitated by specific outpatient clinics, emergency departments, pharmacies, and community health care clinics and all of these rely on technology.
Technological innovations have impacted and will continue impacting health in the United States. First, technological innovations have enhanced patient care both in the clinical and home setting. In this case, physicians are alerted the occurrence of potential issues such as intolerances and allergies after delivering certain medications through electronic health records. In addition, physicians are able to assess the medical history of patients before administering care to determine earlier treatments (Topol, 2013). Second, technological innovations have eased the workflow for physicians in the United States in the clinical setting. Physicians have been able to reduce the number of medical codes, and as such, they have been able to focus on better delivery of care. Besides, physicians have been able to enter the patient’s data with less time hence reducing the errors that can be conducted when the same data is being recorded manually. 
Nevertheless, technology has been associated with detrimental impacts on the delivery of care. First, there have been increased costs as a result of the advanced technology in healthcare since most tend to very expensive. Through constant online and face-to-face consultation, patients end up parting with a lot of money as they hope to recover. Secondly, technology has impacted health care since there have been many cases of the invasion of privacy for patients. According to Topol (2013), the inclusion of EMR’s and EHR’s in the profession have been convenient to physicians since they help them record and asses patent’s history upon the administration of care. However, some physicians and online hackers have misused them hence invading the patient’s privacy and personal data. Therefore, this ends up violating ethics and confidentiality for patients. Third, technology in healthcare has also resulted in high-end therapies. In this case, therapies such as chemotherapy tend to cause severe pain to patients which can is unbearable. Therefore, physicians should consider engaging in more research to allow them to gauge the full effect of the procedure s hence triggering stability for patients.
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